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of the claim of Americans to make and ac-
cept changes of language which grow out
of their own conditions. The English lan-
guage was a common inheritance in Eng-
land and America, and in the necessary
growth of a spoken, language, Americans
had equal right with Englishmen to con-
tribute to the growth; nay, that the Amer-
ican was not a dialect of the English, but a
variation; not a departure from a standard
existing in contemporary England, but an
independent branch from a common stock.

"New words should not be introduced
into a copious language without reason, nor
contrary to its analogies. But a living lan-
guage must keep pace with improvements
in knowledge, and with the multiplication
of ideas. Those who would entirely restrain
the practice of using new words seem not
to consider that the limit they now pre-
scribe would have been as just and rational,
a thousand or two thousand years ago, as it
is at this period. If it should be said, we
have words enough to express all our ideas,
it may be truly answered, so had our ances-
tors when they left the plains of Germany;
or when they first crossed the Hellespont;